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STUDY #21
THE SEED OF THE WOMAN & THE SEED OF THE SERPENT
God gave a prophecy in the garden of Eden immediately after Mother Eve was deceived by the serpent to violate God’s command; Adam followed her example (1 Timothy 2:14). God said: “I will put enmity between thee and the woman, and between thy seed and her seed; it shall bruise thy head, and thou shalt bruise his heel” (Genesis 3:15, KJV
).

Let us consider these two seeds. Here is what was said just before those words: “The Lord called unto the man, Where are you? He answered, I heard you in the garden and I was afraid because I was naked; so I hid. And he said, Who told you that you were naked? Have you eaten from the tree that I commanded you not to eat from? The man said, The woman you put here with me—she gave me some fruit from the tree and I ate it. Then the Lord God said to the woman, What is this you have done? The woman said, The serpent deceived me, and I ate. So the Lord God said to the serpent, Because you have done this, Cursed are you above all the livestock and all the wild animals. You will crawl on your belly and you will eat dust all the days of your life.” (Genesis 3:9-14).

The phrase “thy seed” in verse 15 refers to the serpent’s (Satan’s) seed. The word “seed” means children or offspring. The prophecy in symbolic language speaks of a deliverer who would “bruise the serpent’s head,” would destroy it since a serpent is killed when struck on the head. The “serpent” is Satan: “Eve was deceived by the serpent’s cunning” (2 Corinthians 11:3).

Initially Eve thought her first son, Cain, was the promised “seed of the woman”: “Adam lay with his wife Eve, and she conceived and gave birth to Cain. She said, With the help of the Lord I have brought forth a man” (Genesis 4:1). But she eventually learned that he was not the blessing she expected when she saw her dead son Abel after he had been murdered by Cain.
Then after the flood called Abram, a worshipper of “other gods” (Joshua 24:2), out of the land of Ur and gave him this promise: “Leave your country, your people and your father’s household and go to the land I will show you. I will make you into a great nation and I will bless you; I will make your name great and you will be a blessing. I will bless those who bless you and whoever curses you I will curse; and all peoples on earth will be blessed through you.” (Genesis 12:1-3). 

God promised Abram (whose name was later changed to Abraham) that he would make of his descendants “a great nation and all peoples on earth will be blessed through you.” But for this to be fulfilled, Abraham needed an heir. After waiting many years for a child, Abram thought the promise would have to be fulfilled through his chief servant: “Abram said. O Sovereign Lord, what can you give me since I remain childless and the one who will inherit my estate is Eliezer of Damascus? … a servant in my household will be my heir” (Genesis 15:2,3). 

God reiterated what he would do: “A son coming from your own body will be your heir” (Genesis 15:4). But after waiting patiently for many years, his wife, Sarai, knew she could not bear Abram a child and told him what he had to do: “The Lord has kept me from having children. Go, sleep with my maidservant … Abram slept with Hagar and she conceived” (Genesis 16:2-4). 
From Hagar, Sarai’s maid, a son was born to Abram. He was named Ishmael and Abram thought the heir to the promise had now been born. At the time Abram was 86 years old (Genesis 16:15,16). Thirteen years later when Sarai, his wife, had reached ninety years of age and Abram was ninety-nine, God said: “I will bless her and will surely give you a son by her. I will bless her so that she will be the mother of nations; kings of peoples will come from her. Abraham fell facedown; he laughed and said to himself, Will a son be born to a man a hundred years old? Will Sarah bear a child at the age of ninety?” (Genesis 17:16,17). 

God assured Abraham that even at that age he would have a son by his dear wife, Sarah. Abraham found this to be unbelievable. At her age Sarah was well past childbearing and in menopause: “Abraham and Sarah were already old and well advanced in years and Sarah was past the age of childbearing” (Genesis 18:11). Since Abraham thought it was physically impossible for Sarah to bear children, he expected Ishmael would be his heir: “Abraham said to God If only Ishmael might live under your blessing” (Genesis 17:18).

The Lord’s answer was clear: “Your wife, Sarah will bear you a son and you will call him Isaac. I will establish my covenant with him as an everlasting covenant for his descendants after him” (Genesis 17:19). It seemed unbelievable to Abraham, but as the months went by and he observed the wonder of Sarah’s pregnancy, what had been unbelievable began to be believable. After Isaac was born, Abraham’s faith in God grew stronger and stronger. 

Then one day the Lord tested him: “Some time later, God tested Abraham. He said to him, Abraham. Here I am, he replied. Then God said, Take your son, your only son, Isaac, whom you love, and go to the region of Moriah. Sacrifice him there as a burnt offering on one of the mountains I will tell you about.” (Genesis 22: 1,2) The words “some time later” refer to the events in the previous chapter: the birth of Isaac, his being weaned, the special feast that was held on the occasion, and what took place at that feast. “The child grew and was weaned and on the day Isaac was weaned Abraham held a great feast. But Sarah saw that the son whom Hagar the Egyptian had borne to Abraham was mocking, and she said to Abraham, Get rid of that slave woman and her son for that slave woman’s son will never share in the inheritance with my son, Isaac. The matter distressed Abraham greatly because it concerned his son. But God said to him, Do not be so distressed about the boy and your maidservant. Listen to whatever Sarah tells you, because it is through Isaac that your offspring will be reckoned.” (Genesis 21:8-12) 

When Ishmael began to mock Isaac, Sarah was so displeased she asked Abraham to drive out the boy and his mother from their home. This greatly grieved Abraham because Ishmael was also his son. But God told Abraham to do as Sarah wanted. The next morning he sent Hagar and Ishmael out with only bread and water. 

With only Isaac remaining, God said: “Take your son, your only son Isaac.” What would you have done if you had been in Abraham’s place? Would you sacrifice him as a burnt offering as God asked? Close your eyes and imagine it. Abraham obeyed God and was careful not to show his anxiety when he told Sarah about his journey with Isaac. He might have said, “I’m taking the boy with me to offer a sacrifice upon that distant mountain.”

Abraham made everything ready and started off on the journey. On the third day, when he beheld Mount Moriah, he gave special instructions to his servants: “Stay here with the donkey while I and the boy go over there. We will worship and come back to you.” (Genesis 22:5) Notice the faith of Abraham. God had clearly asked him to sacrifice Isaac as a burnt offering, yet he says we will come back to you. What faith this demonstrates! 

During the first two days of his journey, Abraham might have stayed awake all night thinking of why God had asked him to sacrifice his dear son, Isaac. Had not God promised before Isaac was born that it would be through him the seed of blessing would come? Isaac’s birth had been a miraculous display of God’s power since Sarah was well past childbearing age (Genesis 18:11,12). Yet in spite of all this, God wanted him to kill that son and offer him as a burnt offering.
As he looked at the sky and gazed at the heavens, the thought probably began to dawn in his mind that God would find a way to give him back his son alive. He did not know how, but that’s what he believed. That’s why he said what he did to his servants. He was one of the first to imagine the great miracle of the resurrection from the dead. Yet the final test of Abraham’s faith was still future: “When they reached the place God had told him about, Abraham built an altar there and arranged the wood on it. … Then he reached out his hand and took the knife to slay his son” (Genesis 22:9,10). 

Abraham had come to the climactic moment of demonstrating his faith. While climbing up the mountain Isaac asked his father that dreaded question: “The fire and the wood are here but where is the lamb for the burnt offering?” Surely, that question must have brought a lump to Abraham’s throat. But he answered in faith: “God, himself will provide the lamb for the burnt offering” (Genesis 22:8). Then they reached the place of sacrifice and Abraham built the altar. The time had come for Abraham to tell Isaac what would happen next. 

One can just imagine Abraham saying: “Isaac, my son, you had asked me of the sacrifice, remember? Now the altar is ready. Do you know, my son, the sacrifice that God asked me to sacrifice upon this altar?” Isaac might have replied, “Why father you told me that God would provide himself a lamb for sacrifice. I don’t see the lamb. Where is it?” Then Abraham full of feeling and in an emotion-charged voice would have said: “My son, the lamb that God provided for himself is you.”

What a shock it would have been to Isaac. But he quickly realized the absolute faith his own father had upon God and chose to surrender himself to the will of the loving and merciful God he had learned to worship since he was a little boy. His hands and feet were bound and he was placed on the altar of sacrifice. Abraham took out the knife from his bag, placed one hand on the neck of Isaac, and lifted the other hand with the knife. At that instant, God intervened and stopped him: “Do not lay a hand on the boy, do not do anything to him” (Genesis 22:12).

This is how Abraham became “the father of Faith.” What a journey it was and what a lesson to us who are promised a reward far greater than what was promised to Abraham! How much greater our faith should be! After Abraham demonstrated his faith, God made a promise to him: “The angel of the Lord called to Abraham from heaven a second time and said, I swear by myself , declares the Lord that because you have done this and have not withheld your son, your only son, I will surely bless you and make your descendants as numerous as the stars in the sky and as the sand on the seashore. Your descendants will take possession of the cities of their enemies and through your offspring all nations on earth will be blessed, because you have obeyed me.” (Genesis 22:15-18)

This is called “the Abrahamic promise.” God promised Abraham that his “seed” (descendents) would be “like the stars in the sky” and “like the sand on the seashore.” There would be two classes of Abraham’s children through which God would “bless all nations on earth.” 

Class 1: Stars of Heaven. In the Bible the word “heaven” often refers to the invisible spiritual rulership. Here is an example: “Heaven and earth will pass away” (Matthew 24:35). The “stars of heaven” represent Abraham’s spiritual seed: “Understand, then, that those who believe are children of Abraham” (Galatians 3:7). Christians who are faithful to God become the spiritual children of Abraham: “Christ is faithful as a son over God’s house. And we are his house, if we hold on to our courage and the hope of which we boast” (Hebrews 3:6). Thus the church becomes the spiritual children of Abraham, the “stars of heaven.”

Class 2: Sand on the seashore. This phrase describes Abraham’s human seed. These are those who were faithful to God from the nation of Israel, during the years before Jesus Christ: “Moses was faithful as a servant in all God’s house, testifying to what would be said in the future” (Hebrews 3:5). This “house of servants” began with Abel and ended with John the Baptist. Thus it is through Abraham that a seed of blessing was mentioned, a promise made long after the prophecy about the “seed of the woman” made in the garden of Eden. The promise to Abraham was an oath-bound promise since God said, “I swear by myself.” 

The apostle explains the value of this “oath bound” promise: “When God made his promise to Abraham, since there was no one greater for him to swear by, he swore by himself, saying I will surely bless you and give you many descendants. … Because God wanted to make the nature of his purpose very clear to the heirs of what was promised, he confirmed it with an oath. God did this so that by two unchangeable things in which it is impossible for God to lie, we who have fled to take hold of the hope offered to us may be greatly encouraged.” (Hebrews 6:13-18)

God cannot do two things: 1) he cannot lie; 2) he cannot break a covenant. Thus we know his promise to Abraham is guaranteed. But that promise was not fulfilled in Abraham’s lifetime. However, it was repeated to his son, Isaac: “I will make your descendants as numerous as the stars in the sky and will give them all these lands and through your offspring all nations on earth shall be blessed” (Genesis 26:4). It was also repeated to his grandson Jacob: “Your descendants will be like the dust of the earth and you will spread out to the west and to the east, to the north and to the south. All peoples on earth will be blessed through you and your offspring.” (Genesis 28:14) 

In both cases God confirmed the “Abrahamic promise” even though Abraham was dead. Hundreds of years later the psalmist David mentioned it: “He remembers his covenant forever, the word he commanded for a thousand generations, the covenant he made with Abraham, the oath he swore to Isaac. He confirmed it to Jacob as a decree, to Israel as an everlasting covenant: To you I will give the land of Canaan as the portion you will inherit”(Psalm 105:8-11). 

Eventually Judah became the inheritor of that promise: “You are a lion’s cub, O Judah; you return from the prey, my son. Like a lion he crouches and lies down, like a lioness, who dares to rouse him? The scepter will not depart from Judah, nor the ruler’s staff from between his feet, until he comes to whom it belongs and the obedience of the nations is his.” (Genesis 49:9-11) Of the twelve sons of Israel (named Jacob by his parents) the blessed one was Judah. The “seed of the woman” was to be born from the line of Judah and it was to be Jesus: “The promises were spoken to Abraham and to his seed. The scripture does not say and to seeds, meaning many people, but and to your seed meaning one person, who is Christ” (Galatians 3:16). The “seed” of Abraham, the “stars of heaven,” was to be The Christ, head and body.

 “[God] appointed him [Christ] to be head over everything for the church which is his body” (Ephesians 1:22,23). This “seed of the woman” has a head as well as a body. Jesus is the head and the church is his body. Both are joint heirs of the “Abrahamic promise” as we read: “Those who believe are children [seed] of Abraham. … If you belong to Christ, then you are Abraham’s seed and heirs according to the promise.” (Galatians 3:7,29) 

This “body” is described in Revelation: “I looked and there before me was the Lamb, standing on Mount Zion and with him 144,000 who had his name and his Father’s name written on their foreheads” (Revelation 14:1). Those “with the Lamb” number 144,000. Later we are told: “They will make war against the Lamb but the Lamb will overcome them because he is Lord of lords and King of kings and with him will be his called, chosen and faithful followers” (Revelation 17:14).

This “body” is “with him” only after a process starting with their calling, their choosing, and demonstrated faithfulness. Only then can they join their Lord in glory. We are told how these are selected: “Of his own will begat he us with the word of truth, that we should be a kind of firstfruits of his creatures” (James 1:18, KJV). There must be a begettal through the “word of truth” to become the firstfruits of salvation of the earth. God makes this selection from all people: “You were slain and with your blood you purchased men for God from every tribe and language and people and nation” (Revelation 5:9). These firstfruits number 144,000, a fact hidden from most Christians. As we read: “According to the revelation of the mystery hidden for long ages past” (Romans 16:25). The mystery hidden for so long has now been revealed. Jesus tells us how to become part of that seed: “Narrow [is] the road that leads to life and only a few find it” (Matthew 7:14). It is a narrow road and few ever find it. This is the “seed” that will finally “crush” the head of the serpent (Genesis 3:15). The church will be used to destroy Satan and his evil power: “The God of peace will soon crush Satan under your feet” (Romans 16:20). That will be the time the prophecy made in the garden of Eden thousands of years ago will be fulfilled.

The Seed of the Serpent

There is also a “seed of the serpent” and enmity between the two seeds: “I will put enmity between you and the woman and between your offspring and hers” (Genesis 3:15). We have identified the “seed of the woman” as The Christ, head and body. The “seed of the serpent” is therefore in a state of enmity with Christ and his church. Jesus said: “I am telling you what I have seen in the Father’s presence and you do what you have heard from your father” (John 8:38). Jesus told the Jews their father was not God. They said: “We are not illegitimate children …the only Father we have is God himself” (John 8:41). They claimed God as their Father but Jesus then said: “If God were your Father, you would love me” (John 8:42). God could not be their Father since they neither loved him nor accepted him. Then he said it clearly: “You belong to your father, the devil” (John 8:44) 

The devil is the father of lies and the Jews had become the children of the devil. Thus they had become the “seed of the serpent” at enmity with the head of The Christ, Jesus himself. They opposed him and finally put him to death on the cross: “They shouted all the louder, Crucify him! … Let his blood be on us and on our children” (Matthew 27:23,25).

The body of Christ is described in a parable: “The kingdom of heaven is like a man who sowed good seed in his field. But while everyone was sleeping, his enemy came and sowed weeds among the wheat and went away” (Matthew 13:24,25). Then our Lord explained this parable: “The good seed stands for the sons of the kingdom. The weeds are the sons of the evil one, and the enemy who sows them is the devil” (Matthew 13:38,39). There are two classes of Christians in this field: the children of God and the children of the devil. 

The Jews thought their father was God himself even though they opposed Jesus. This demonstrated that God was not their Father. During the Gospel age there will be Christians who claim to be of Christ but will actually oppose Christ and the true Christians who follow him. There will be enmity between these two groups of Christians, between the nominal (Christians in name only) and the true followers of Christ.

Eventually the conclusion of this Edenic prophecy will take place: “He [“seed of the woman”] will crush your [Satan’s] head and you will strike his heel” (Genesis 3:15). This will happen soon and you, dear brethren, will see it and be a part of it.
—Amen—
� Although this quotation is from the King James version of the Bible, future Scripture quotations will be from the New International Version of the Bible unless otherwise identified.





